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After more than five years of service to his country in the U.S. Air Force, Jay Johnson decided that service of another kind was his calling. Involved in the million dollar expansion of Gates of Heaven Church in Hampton, Johnson made the choice to leave the Air Force to see through the completion of what he helped start. “Part of my reason was the church is going to be here far beyond my days on earth,” he said. Five years later, Johnson continues his church work in addition to managing the procurement office at the Northrop Grumman Newport News Shipyard. His job involves a budget of about $200 million to fund capital projects at the shipyard. “I’m in effect running a small city,” he said. As if that weren’t enough, Johnson also volunteers at least 25 hours a month with various community organizations including the International Youth and Young Adult Department of the Church of the Living God International. He helps run the Achieving Excellence College-Prep Program, which has helped high school students nationwide prepare for college. Johnson said when working at Northrop Grumman, the largest employer in the area, one can’t help but feel compelled to get involved in the community. “Not only is it an expectation, it should almost be a requirement that we give back to the community,” he said. 

At the shipyard, he serves on the business conduct committee, responsible for facilitating training, communication, ethics and adherence to business ethics and conduct standards for 4,000 employees. He also travels the world as a missionary, an activity that has taken him to South America and beyond, and has given him an unusual perspective. “We worked with villages that remind you what the world probably looked like hundreds of years ago,” he said. “There’s no communication, no Wal- Mart.” And even though he will continue to travel the world serving those less fortunate, Johnson said he and his wife are happy living in Hampton Roads. “This is where we call home.”

